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Dimensione economica (DE)Italian FADN sample from 1968 to 2016
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Reference universe
(Farm Structure survey 2013, agri.istat.it)

Farms (no.):

Utilized Agricultural Area (UAA):

Livestock Units (LU): 

Annual Work Unit (AWU):

Standard Output (millions of euro)

Coverage
%

1,471,141

12,425,733

9,374,270

816,030

45,035

FADN observation field
(Standard Output threshold € 8,000)

  565,399

10,776,731

8,895,050

783,978

42,603

38.4

86.6

94.9

96.1

94.6

86.0Collected sample: 9,500-10,000 farms        

The Italian FADN sample consists of about 11,000 farms with an economic size, in terms of standard output, exceeding 

8,000 euro. At the level of the Region, it is representative of a stratified observation field both at territorial level and at 

type of farming and class of economic size. The following table shows the degree of coverage of the FADN 

observation field relating to the reference Universe and to the strategic variables used for the sample design.
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49%15%
36%

10%8%
10%1%

5%

12%
10%

21%7%

16%

•<5 hectares 
     (179,391)

•5-15 hectares 
      (230,023)

•15-40 hectares 
      (122,705)

•>40 hectares 
      (65,076)

30.0%
20.5%

10.9%

38.5%

 

•Small <25,000 € 
       (farm no. 295,432)

•Medium 25 - 100,000 € 
       (farm no. 215,321)

•Large >100,000 € 
       (farm no. 86,442)

TF
Field crops  

Cereals  

Horticulture 

Vineyard   

Olives  

Fruit    

Grazing livestock 

Dairy  

Granivores    

Mixed

farm no.

(61,753)

(59,627)

(61,315)

(123,954)

(38,398)

(95,295)

(70,955)

(29,879)

(7,309)

(48,710)

·small ·medium ·large

54.8 %
64.4 %

33.1 %
48.2 %

70.1 %

58.8 %

34.9 %
21.0 %

100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0% 4.6 %

59.1 %

12.2 % 7.0 %
24.3 %

12.2 %
4.3 % 8.0 %

18.9 %
39.3 %

82.4 %

8.6 %

Dimensione economica (DE)Economic Size (ES) Type of Farming (TF10)

TF and Economic Size

Utilized Agricultural Area class

Distribution of farms
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Organic

Diversification

Run
by young
people

Run
by women

5.9%

25.8%

11.1%

8.1%

Internal hill

33%

Lowland

36%

Coastal hill

14%

Internal mountain

15%

Coastal
mountain

2%

The farms of the Italian FADN sample are:

Altimetric class

Distribution of farms
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468,348 284,108 265,612 203,980
335,600 275,564 233,523 200,048

601,216
504,578

301,406

•TF Average  ---- National

45

40

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

0

30.56 23.27 14.83 8.77
27.53 20.06 11.33 8.08

40.12
31.88

•UAA farm average (hectares)

100 %

90 %

80 %

70 %

60 %

50 %

40 %

30 %

20 %

10 %

0 %

•% UAA rented  ·% UAA irrigated

64.1%

6.9%
36.2% 32.6%

19.5%
50.1%

14.8% 10.3%

18.5%

67.7%

48.8%
53.6%

65.3%

47.0%
40.4%

33.5%55.4% 39.4%

56.4%

40.5%

-2.5%

Average farm area (hectares) Average farm fixed asset (euro)

UAA farm average and incidence of rented areas and irrigated areas

Structural characteristics
(AVERAGE FARMS DATA)             2016 / 2015-14 changes

22.42 19.37

10.26

4.46

TAA
Total

Agricultural
Area

UAA
Used

Agricultural
Area

Rented UAA

53%
farm UAA

Irrigated UAA

23%
farm UAA

-2.7%+0.6%+0.8%+0.9%
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1,912
2,983
6,330

81.3
133.5
287.8

14.9
Livestock

Unit

(LU)

2,938
Labour
Force

(HOURS)

130
Horse
Power

(KW)

1.3
Annual
Work 
Unit

(AWU)

80,052

1.0
Family
Work
Unit

(FWU)

Small

Medium

Large

1.3
6.9

81.0

Small

Medium

Large

Small

Medium

Large

Small

Medium

Large

Small

Medium

Large

Small

Medium

Large

Standard
Output

(€)

16,579
50,325
371,031

0.9
1.3
2.9

0.8
1.1

1.6

Other characteristics

Structural characteristics
(AVERAGE FARMS DATA)             2016 / 2015-14 changes 
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8.5%
7.0%

13.2%

11.0%

12.1%
6.2%

5.4%

Total
Output

Farm
Added
Value

Net
Income

73,839

28,621
44,127
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0

•Total output•Representative farms

TF

Field crops

Cereals

Horticulture

Vineyard

Olives  

Fruit

Grazing livestock

Dairy

Granivores

Mixed

-2.5% -1.3% +1.4%

17.6%

Total output and representative farmsNational average results

5.3%13.8%

11%

26%

50%
13%

•Crops
      (24.9 billions of euro)

•Livestocks
      (12.7 billions of euro)

•Subsidies
      (5.5 billions of euro)

•Other gainful activities
      (6.5 billions of euro)

Share Total Output Value (TOV) Added Value for farm type
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485,726

39,488

86,449
262,979

26,342 20,452 15,335
35,646 25,954 17,791 15,761

96,102

76,537

62,309

57,068

55,256

53,385

49,812

47,904

73,839 29,712

5,732

•TF Average  ---- National

193,104

6,742

17,003

5,085 5,016 4,647
5,445

12,879

5,056 5,002 4,123

56,614

222,746

38,049 36,354 30,726
40,892 37,465 36,143 29,360

106,655

•TF Average  ---- National

•TF Average  ---- National •TF Average  ---- National

-2.5% -4.3%

-1.3%

44,127
-0.8%

Total Farm Revenue (TFR) Intermediate Consumption (IC)

Added Value (AV) Depreciation Costs (DC)

Economic data
(TOTAL DATA AND AVERAGE FARM DATA)            2016 / 2015-14 changes
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•TF average  ---- National

28,621

33,430 24,870 23,489 17,874
29,151 24,795 21,210 17,305

78,109
157,972

+1.4%

Net Income (NI)

Total Subsidies (TS)

•TF Average  ---- National

10,621

14,692 12,876 10,760 5,380
14,083

17,690
17,891

11,324 9,185 3,883-2.0%

Economic data
(TOTAL DATA AND AVERAGE FARM DATA)            2016 / 2015-14 changes

•G
ra

niv
ore

s

•D
air

y

•H
orti

cu
ltu

re

•G
ra

zin
g liv

es
to

ck

•V
ine

ya
rd

•O
liv

es

•F
ru

it

•F
iel

d cr
ops

•M
ixe

d

•C
er

ea
ls

•O
liv

es

•D
air

y

•C
er

ea
ls

•G
ra

zin
g liv

es
to

ck

•F
iel

d cr
ops

•H
orti

cu
ltu

re

•G
ra

niv
ore

s

•M
ixe

d

•F
ru

it

•V
ine

ya
rd



Italy
focus 2016 - Structural characteristics, economic and income data of farms10

1,019
1,3212,437

3,346
4,340

4,996
4,636

23,579
28,836

29,490
30,490

30,785
31,225

31,284
33,32858,444 53,619 49,154 40,005

56,629 52,258 41,375 38,219

56,247

100,482
197,791

22,260 19,782 18,205 17,172
22,124 18,252 18,178 14,355

40,644
64,327

1,464
1,006

9,572

55,498
90,704

33,614

21,802
2,278

•TF Average  ---- National

•TF Average  ---- National •TF Average  ---- National

•TF Average  ---- National

+1.9% +3.2%

+6.0%

-2.1%

Work productivity index (TFR / AWU) Work performance index (VA / AWU)

Work profitability index (FI / AWU) Land productivity index (VA / UAA)

Incomes Indexes 
(AVERAGE FARMS DATA)             2016 / 2015-14 changes
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100 %

90 %

80 %

70 %

60 %

50 %

40 %

30 %

20 %

10 %

0 %

•TF Average  ---- National

•TF Average  ---- National •Incidence of decoupled payments ---- National •Percentage of farms receiving subsidies

·IC/TFR  •DC/TFR

21,683 18,002 13,487 12,192
18,859 15,327 13,241 7,081

26,637
34,098

8.2 %
8.8 %

15,557
5.7 %

9.1 %
8.6 %

9.4 %
8.8 %

6.7 %

3.5 %

9.3 %
60 %

50 %

40 %

30 %

20 %

10 %

0 %

10 %

9 %

8 %

7 %

6 %

5 %

4 %

3 %

2 %

1 %

0 %

41.7 % 46.2 % 41.1 % 32.2 % 24.6 % 28.7 % 46.6 % 44.8 % 54.1 % 41.1 %

20.0% 17.2% 8.6% 5.3%
17.5% 9.0% 7,5 2.0%

25.6%
36.3%

96.6 % 99.6 %

12,5

70.9 %
75.1 %

97.1 %

84.9 %
95.0 % 98.5 %

88.8 %
93.3 %

78.5 % 82.8 % 66.8 % 53.7 % 69.5 % 62.2 % 62.7 % 65.3 % 80.4 % 70.1 %

IC/TFR DC/TFR

-3.5%

-3.5%

Incidence of decoupled payments on Total subsidies,
percentage of farms receiving subsidies

Land intensity index (FA / UAA) Incidence of Intermediate Consumption and Depreciation Costs on TFR

Incidence of Subsidies on TFR

Incomes Indexes 
(AVERAGE FARMS DATA)             2016 / 2015-14 changes
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63.6 %



  DISCLAIMER
The authors are committed to ensuring the accuracy and 
completeness of the information contained in this 
infographic, but no guarantee is given, either explicit or 
implicit, for their use outside of communication purposes.

The data published in the infographic may not correspond to 
those available on other sources of information due to the 
different methods of investigation and processing of 
information.

Neither the CREA, nor the offices, nor the persons acting on 
behalf of the Institute, can be held responsible for the 
improper use that can be made of the data and information 
contained in the infographic.

Reproduction is permitted by mentioning the source.

The data controller is CREA, in the person of the legal 
representative pro-tempore. Head office in Via Po, 14 - 00198 
Rome.
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  INFORMATION
The FADN, carried out annually in all EU Member States 
according to common rules and principles, is the only 
harmonised source of microeconomic data able to provide 
policy makers, professionals and researchers with accurate 
data on the functioning of farms to assess socio-economic 
aspects and the impact of sector policies.

In Italy, the management of the FADN survey is entrusted to 
the CREA - Research Centre for Agricultural Policies and 
Bioeconomy, which has developed the methods and tools for 
the collection, control, processing and dissemination of the 
results.

Through this infographic periodically some results of the 
Italian FADN are disseminated in a clear, simple and direct 
way, without comments, focusing on the main phenomena 
that characterize the presence and evolution of Italian farms.

The file in pdf format can be downloaded from the FADN 
Italian website where further tools for consulting and 
analyzing the survey results are available.

METHODOLOGICAL NOTE
The FADN survey is included in the National Statistical 
Program (www.sistan.it). The number of the sample and its 
allocation among the layers is defined by a statistical method 
(Neyman's allocation). The selected theoretical sample of 
11,106 farms, has been defined on the basis of some 
hypothesis of proportions estimation and on the basis of the 
universe of the most recent survey of agricultural structures 
and productions. The data published in this infographic are 
the result of the estimates produced using the carry-over 
coefficients to the universe associated with each farm of the 
surveyed sample.
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